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Catalina’s building methods “traditional.”
Major structures are laid up by hand in
fernale molds (the molds are built in-house),
and hulls are solid glass. The first
lamination into the mold after the I1SO/NPG
gelcoat is a vinylester skin coar that acis as
a barrier against moisture. Structural layers
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their weight than woven laminates. At the
California high-density foam
are into the hulls (above); at the
Florida plant, hulls of 35 to 47 feet are
fitted with a structural grid. Chopper
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There must be a
reason why Catalina
Yachts has such a
loyal following

By KimBALL LIVINGSTON;
PHOTOS BY BOB GRIESER

atalina Yaches doesn't release
sales figures. Ir's a healchy,
long-lived, privacel d

ong-lived, privately owne Eainihe
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books to know that Catalinais one of (RTM), a vacuum process that saves weight and reduces emissions
the highest-volime sailboar builders in

the LLS.

Considering the volume of their production, it's both you've been around Caralina awners at all, you've probably
surprising and admirable chat the company is managed by heard them sing his praises.
only three principals. Along with putting out boats, they Frank Butler was a hands-on machine-shop owner when

stay close to their customers and maintain powerful bonds  he jumped into the middle of the fiberglass boatbuilding
of loyalty. Founder Frank Butler handles warranty claims revolution in the 1960s, by accident. The guy he paid 1o
himself, because if there's a problem, he wants to know; if build him a boar didn’t get the job done, so Butler walked
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